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Dave Johns (Jocka)

Dave is one of the UK's most respected and best loved stand-up comics and actors.
In a career spanning 4 decades, he has consistently produced work that is both
exciting and challenging. A multi-award-winning film actor, accomplished stage
actor and skilled improvisor who has appeared on London’s West End stage, Dave
is best known for his breakthrough lead role in Ken Loach’s critically acclaimed
film ‘1, Daniel Blake’ (winner of the coveted Palme D'Or Award at the 2016 Cannes
Film Festival and the 2017 BAFTA for Best British Film) for which he won the Empire
Film Award for Best Newcomer and BIFA award for best Actor. Dave starred in the
two ‘Fishermen'’s Friends’ movies; appeared with Alison Steadman in ‘23 Weeks';
has a recurring role in ‘The Dumping Ground' and starred in the emotional video

for Sam Fender's ‘Remender My Name'. He has just wrapped on his first Christmas
movie, alongside Richard E Grant, and hosts regular chats with stars of stage and
screen, in the format of Desert Island Flicks, at the Tyneside Cinema. Dave has

also written for the stage and has two published plays, including ‘The Shawshank
Redemption’, which is still touring. His stage adaptation of ‘I, Daniel Blake’ for
Northern Stage won him the North East Culture Awards ‘Writer of the Year' in 2023.
















































